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provisions, and to throw all into the sea, but to send their
commander to the imperial court. As the said thief is
only a despicable Greek boy, you will have no difficulty in
catching him; but if you delay this affair or fail therein,
you will not be excused.' Meanwhile Eskandar departed
from Armenia, and established his camp on the shores of
the Sea of Astokhus [Azof ?], which circumstance still more
troubled Dara, so that he indited the following letter to
Eskandar: * From Dara, the king of kings in this world,
who is shining with the sun, upon the head of Eskandar T
But after [this preamble]: ' Be aware that the King of
Heaven has granted me dominion over the inhabited world,
and has bestowed on me great majesty and power, together
with numerous armies ! It has been brought to my notice
that thou hast gathered around thee a crowd of brigands
and thieves, and hast on the strength of their numbers
conceived the ambitious hope of subjugating my empire,
and of extirpating the reigning dynasty. Such foolish
attempts tally well with the stupidity of the Greeks. On
the receipt of this letter thou art to repent of thy boldness,
and to retrace thy steps. Do not give way to fond
imaginations of power and conquest based on thy present
wicked attempt; for thou art not yet enrolled in the com-
pany of those who are worthy to be addressed or reasoned
with by us ! Behold, I have sent thee a .box full of gold,
and a load of sesame grain, that thou mayest form an idea
of the wealth and of the army I command. I send thee
also a ball to play with, according to thy boyish age, of
which it will remind thee ; and a scourge to serve for your
chastisement/

When Eskandar had perused and understood the con-
tents of this letter, he summoned the ambassadors to his
presence, and called for the executioner to slay them,
although he was in reality not inclined to deprive them of
their lives. The envoys exclaimed: '0 king, wilt thou
disgrace ambassadors in a manner unheard of in the times
of former sovereigns T But Zulqarneen replied: ' Blame
your own master, who calls me a thief, and not a king, and